THE DESTROYED MONUMENTS STAMPS OF THE ITALIAN SOCIAL REPUBLIC

In July 1943, when it became obvious that Italy did not have the strength to oppose the Allied military power, Mussolini,

the de-facto head of state, was arrested by forces loyal to the King and a new government was formed. An armistice was

later signed. Mussolini was rescued by German paratroopers and brought to northern Italy in September 1943. Later that month,
the new Northern Italian state was officially proclaimed, which was later named Italian Social Republic (Repubblica Sociale
Italiana - RSI).

German army occupied central and northern Italy under the pretense of rescuing their allies. The new government was a puppet
state. For propaganda purposes, German authority was not officially emphasized, and it was claimed that the RS| was the real
independent Italian government that refused to surrender. This state was never recognized by the Allies. As a matter of fact, at the
end of the War, a German general signed the surrender on behalf of the RSI.

Initial attempts to issue postage stamps consisted of overprinting the Kingdom of Italy stock at hand, but no new stamps were
printed. The need for new stamps quickly became severe.

In early 1944, a decision was made to print new stamps. A set of four ordinary stamps and one express stamp was prepared in
the most needed denominations (20, 25, 30, 75 centesimi for ordinary, 1.25 Lire for express). Three stamps (20, 25, 1.25) showed
national monuments destroyed in the war, and two stamps (30, 75) showed a drummer boy that was calling the people to fight.
This set is called “Destroyed Monuments”. It was prepared and printed in Rome, using the paper with crown watermark already
at hand. The stamps were issued on June 5, 1944. Distribution was partly achieved before the day of issue. However, Rome was
taken by the Allies one day earlier. A large stock, and the dies of the two stamps (20 and 25 centesimi) that could not be taken up
North were seized by the Allies and turned over to the Southern Italian government. The 20 and 25 centesimi stamps were also
overprinted and used in South.

The rate schedule had been the same since 1927. Changes were necessary, and a new rate schedule was prepared effective 1
October 1944. Another set of ten stamps was already being prepared, known as “Destroyed Monuments, Second Set” due to
need for particular denominations. Similar subjects were chosen, except for a propaganda-oriented allegoric picture for the
“workhorse” stamp of 50 Centesimi. This set was printed on unwatermarked paper, on staggered dates based on the need.
Some stamps were issued before new rate schedule. Changes in rate schedule and issue dates of new denominations caused
some interesting rare usages to form, which are reviewed under the section dedicated to the second set.

The initial fears of inflation did not come through; the economic conditions as well as postal rates remained stable until the end of
RSI. The real inflation and rate increases came during the Regency (Luogotenenza) and ltalian Republic periods after the RSI,
that reflect themselves on the late 1945 and 1946 usages.

Plan of the Exhibit

1st set: Essays
Errors and varieties

2nd Set: Essays
Errors and varieties

1-Stamp-oriented

2-Rate-oriented
a)Domestic
b)Fiscal
c)International

Usages after RSI:

Valid in North until the end of 1945
Not valid in South, taxed or tolerated
Out of Validity, 1946 and 1947

Material with expert certificates are marked with a



Destroyed Monuments, First Set

This set was designed and printed in Rome, then part of the Italian Social Republic (RSl). Four ordinary
stamps and one express stamp were prepared. The express stamp was in 1.25 Lire denomination that
was supposed to pay the fee for express delivery. Preparations started in January. Final proof was
approved in April. Printing and distribution was achieved partly before the date of issue, 5 June 1944.
These stamps are not known used in Rome due to Rome being taken by Allies the day before. The
designs were Drummer Boy calling people to fight, and some historical buildings that were destroyed
during the war.

The pictures of the destroyed buildings also are accompanied by the latin phrase “Hostium Rabies Diruit”,
“destroyed by the enemy’s fury”, as a reminder to the classic Latin phrase “Hostium rabies diruit opus non
ideam”, “The enemy’s fury (or violence) can destroy the structures but not ideas”, to encourage Italian
people to keep the fight against the strong enemy. The underlying inspiration was that the enemy was
“wrong” and the RSI represented the “right”.

ESPRESSONUIRE]25 s

Approval signature and date on reverse

Final proof of the Express stamp, approved on 6 April 1944
The only known example
Cc

Essays of the first set, with diagonal “SAGGIO” overprints.
Two partial sets are known. No collector is currently known to own a complete set.
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Errors of The First Set
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Vertical dark line on the 30 centesimi strip of three Cgmpined veriically shffted perforation and smudged
printing on a block of six from lower border of the sheet
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Vertically shifted perforation of the 30 centesimi first set on postcard, sent inside the town of Cicagna, Genova.
30 centesimi was domestic postcard rate. Card is philatelic. Being shown for the stamp with error.
DATE: 18 August 1944
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Letters watermark on the right columz

The inscription “Poste
ltaliane” was supposed to be
on the border. This full sheet
(folded) is showing the rare
variety of the letters of the
inscription shifted to the first
column of the stamps.

The measurement of this
shift is by tenths, based on
the proportion of the letters
that show up on the stamps.
This is a 10/10 sheet, with
the letters having fully
replaced the regular crown
watermark on the stamps of
the first column.

It is also combined with the
less rare but still interesting
variety of upside-down
watermark



COCCUC U

CUMAGR

Half sheet, fifty stamps, of first set 30 centesimi with offset print on watermarked paper,
also with upside-down watermark.



Destroyed Monuments, second set

These ten stamps were printed on unwatermarked paper and issued on a staggered fashion.

The previous set of stamps could only be partially distributed. Many stamps, and also the dies of the 20
and 25 centesimi, were seized by allies when Rome was taken.
The high inflation required an increase in postal fees, hence, new denominations of stamps.

After Rome was taken back by the Allied forces, a new printing house was established in Novara. The
watermarked paper stock was left in Rome with Allies. The previous watermark was in any case
unacceptable, as it showed the crown, which was regarded as the symbol of treason. The Fabriano Paper
Mill was tasked with production of a paper with watermark “Fascist emblem with eagle”, symbol of RSI.
However this paper could never be produced, and the Novara printing house was supplied with
unwatermarked paper for the new stamps. 20 and 25 centesimi denominations were redesigned. Same
dies as before were used for 30 and 75 cents Drummer Boy.

The postal rates were changed as of 1 October 1944. Many low denominations were issued before this
date, while 75 centesimi and above were issued afterwards. Some stamps deserve particular attention:

10 centesimi was only issued ten days before the new rate schedule became effective. The appropriate
uses of this stamp under the older rate schedule are rarities.

75 centesimi stamps were not used much under the older rate schedule. When the need for 75 centesimi
arose after October 1st, there was enough supply of watermarked 75 centesimi stamps. The
unwatermarked 75 centesimi stamp saw very little use in RS| period. Even domestic usages in RSI period
are very rare. Less than five documents with international use of this stamp are known.

3 Lire was a very high denomination at the time. It is known to be used at the end of February, but was
mainly used in second half of March and April, just for a few weeks. Multiple uses are only known on
insured letters, which are very few. It was used mainly after the end of the war, during the Regency
(Luogotenenza) period, when need increased as a consequence of high inflation. Only one international
correspondence (to Switzerland) in RSI period is known, with no more than five covers.

Essays of the second set, with diagonal SAGGIO overprints
Two partial sets are known. No collector is currently known to own a complete set
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Errors of The Second Set
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Underinked stamps with partial dry printing on strip of three
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Gutter pair with vertically shifted perforation
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Underinked stamps showing gradual dry printing on gutter block

Vertically shifted perforation
on upper border of the sheet



Errors of the 1 Lira stamp
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Broken upper border over letter O. Stamp number 38. “Mustache” under A. Stamp number 55.
Unknown quarter sheet. This error might have been caused by Left lower quadrant.

damage of the die later during the printing process, as it is not

found on each number 38 of the same sheet position
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1 Lira stamp with shifted ink, probably while it was still wet, on cover from San Pier D’Arena (Genova) to Guastalla.
Censor tape and censorship marks with arrival postmark on reverse

DATE: 19 December 1944 ARRIVAL: 7 January 1945

RATE: 1 Lira for regular domestic letter

Sianed Sorani



Double Paper Errors of The Second Set

The double paper error occurs when the stamp is printed on the overlap area of two
continuous sheets of paper. The Destroyed Monuments stamps were printed using
web-fed Goebel rotary press machines. This kind of overlap is considered unavoidable
for rotary presses. It is a product of the continuity of the work flow, and is supposed to
be removed and discarded after the printing process is complete.

Double paper errors are known as the rarest errors of this set. They are found on mint
stamps. The used stamps, once washed, usually only show partial printing at the site
of overlap. Only reported on the second set. Unknown for the first set.

5 Centesimi double paper on the 10 Centesimi double paper affecting both
lower stamp and lower sheet edge stamps. Junction is in the middle of the pair.
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50 Centesimi stamp, double paper on upper edge of the sheet. Top five stamps printed on the junction.
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Errors and Varieties of the Express Stamp

Albino P of REPUBBLICA on lower stamp. 24th

RO or 25th stamp, depending on the sheet position
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Stamp with smeared print on cover. Rate seems irrelevant, as the cover is obviously philatelic. =~ DATE: 10 April 1945




Errors and Varieties of the Express Stamp
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Dark line over “REPUBBLICA SOCIALE”
3rd stamp of the sheet

Pair of express stamp with shifted perforation on official correspondence with letter enclosure sent express. Franked 4.70 Lire
(2.20 for official correspondence with letter enclosure, and 2.50 for express). Torino to Arona, via Novara.
DATE: 22 November 1944 NOVARA TRANSIT: 24 November 1944 ARRIVAL: 25 November 1944




Stamps From the Second Set Overprinted for Postage Due

Pairs of the second set were overprinted using the postmark “PER SEGNATASSE” (as postage due).
This was performed in Mestre, Venice, using the already existing postmark as a hand-stamp.

Mestre is the central post office in Venice metropolitan area

The authorization came from the Ministry and the relevant order was given by the Regional Postal
Administration. The postmark used as overprint is known to be used to cancel ordinary stamps when

they fulfilled the duty of postage due.
A small supply was found, and few complete sets are known. CEIl (Catalogo Enciclopedico ltaliano)

mentions postal use of these overprinted stamps, but the exhibitor has not been able to find even any
images of those usages. :

The complete mint unhinged set of seven pairs of stamps.
C




The “PER SEGNATASSE” (as postage due) Postmark of Venice

Cover mailed within Venice without stamps. Required fee 50 Centesimi for same district letters, taxed by the Venice post
office with 1 Lira Postage Due using ordinary stamps, which were cancelled with “PER SEGNATASSE” postmark used to
overprint the stamps in pairs. Censorship marks and tape are also seen DATE: 25 January 1945

AR

Cover from Udine to Venice. Reduced fee of 50 Centesimi instead of 1 Lira for official correspondence (Oval official mark). Fee to be paid
by the recipient as allowed by law (Violet rectangular TASSA A CARICO DEL DESTINATARIO and circular T.S). 50 centesimi ordinary
stamp for regular fee without penalty, cancelled “PER SEGNATASSE” postmark of Venice. DATE: 19 January 1945




Usages of the Destroyed Monuments

The set was issued on 5 June 1944. From that date, until 2 May 1945, there were two rate schedules:

First rate schedule: the postal rates were same ones of the Kingdom of ltaly. Valid until 30 September 1944

Second rate schedule: Started on 1 October 1944, until the end, some regions of Northern Italy until 1 July 1945, to help the transition.
The second rate schedule mainly consisted of the doubling of all rates, with exception of international mail, that remained the same.
The only domestic exception of note was the postcard rate, that went up from 30 centesimi to 50, instead of the expected 60.

Late usages are also shown at the end of the exhibit, with rate schedules of the Southern Italy or Regency periods.

Rare usages belong mainly to the second set:

Usages of 3 Lire: Domestic are rare, and international are rarities, only 4 known. Issued very close to the end, used for about 5-6 weeks
before the end.

Usages of 1.25 Lire: Also rare in RSI period due to short timeframe after the issue

75 centesimi without watermark (second set), due to widespread availability of the stamp from first set (with watermark), especially
international uses are rarities 3 or 4 known.

10 Centesimi: issued very short time before the second rate schedule period. Very rare to see used in first rate schedule period,
before October 1944
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First day of use (5 June 1944) on registered letter from Gussago to Brescia. Three stamps from the first set (20 25 and 30 centesimi),
with complementary stamps showing GNR overprints. Philatelic without doubt, but has gone through the mail. Franked 1.75 Lire for a
registered letter (50c letter and 1.25 L for registration) DATE: 5 June 1944 ARRIVAL: 6 June 1944



Single Use of the 10 Centesimi Second Set under First Rate Schedule

This stamp was issued on 20 September 1944. The postal rates changed, effectively doubled, on 1 October.
There were only 11 possible days of use under the first rate schedule. Being a very low denomination, the
possibility of single stamp being used for the full rate was very low. The only possible use, as seen below, was
printed matter sent by official organizations. A second possible use was “postcard mailed within the same postal
district between two municipalities”. However, as postal district was defined as “the postal distribution zone of a
municipality”, this second use was practically impossible.

Printed matter from Pavia to Travacd Siccomario. Official printed matter from Hunting Federation. No arrival postmark, but the
municipal mark of registry on the inside page documents the date of arrival.
DATE: 29 September 1944 ARRIVAL: 1 October 1944
Very few known with single stamp paying appropriate rate under first rate schedule. Less than ten pieces reported by collectors
c



| Early Uses of 10 centesimi Second Set, First Rate Schedule
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This stamp was issued 10 days before the change in rate schedule. Even common frankings are seldom seen.
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Express Letter from Milan to Fossano (Cuneo). Franked 1.75 Lire: 50 ¢ (one strip of four and one single of 10 centesimi) for letter,
and 1.25 Lire for express

DATE: 28 September 1944
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Registerad official mail from Milan to Cornareolo franked 1.20 Lire: 60 ¢ for mail, 60 ¢ for open letter registration discounted fee. Return receipt
sguesiad. 10 be franked separately. A pair of 10c is seen

DATE: 28 September 1944

ARRIVAL: 29 September 1944



’ Single Use of the 10 Centesimi Second Set under Second Rate Schedule

After October 1st 1944, with most rates at least doubled, the 10 centesimi rate was no longer possible. However, these two documents show
that the 10 centesimi rate was still acceptable. The second postcard is especially important also because the 10 centesimi rate was applied by
the postoffice at arrival, not by the sender, so a clerical oversight of the franking on a mailpiece dropped in the mail is out of question.
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BONAZZ! - TIRANO - SONDRIO- ORD. 83742

Official correspondence from a hospital at Abetina to Milano. Out of district. Official correspondence regarding a patient. Not
technically printed matter, but franked as such and not contested by the postal service. Not taxed. Arrival date noted by the
institutional handstamp. DATE: 26 October 1944 ARRIVAL: 31 October 1944
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Same district official notification sent within Trieste. Official oval mark for discount, circular TS and rectangular purple marks to show
the recipient is to pay the postage. 10c second set with “T” mark applied at arrival to pay the fee for same-district official printed matter.
DATE: 27 November 1944 ARRIVAL: 29 November 1944




Single Uses of 20 centesimi
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Printed matter from Genova to Diano Castello, franked 20 centesimi with first set stamp.

DATE: 21 December 1944 ARRIVAL: 3 January 1945
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Cover sent within city of Milan by authorized private delivery. Rectangular agency postmark is seen. Franked 20 centesimi for discounted
fee, using stamp from second set. Private delivery had its own stamps to help with accounting. Ordinary mail stamps alone were not

allowed, even though these could be used as complementary stamps for additional fees.

DATE: 15 February 1945



‘Multiple of 20 Centesimi First Set

Block of fifteen of 20c first set and strip of five of 10c second set on legal notification envelope franked for 3.50L: 2L for heavy envelope legal
correspondence, 1.50L for registration. From Bressanone to Merano. Paid for by the recipient as allowed by law (printed on envelope and
circular TS mark on right side) DATE: 1 December 1944 ARRIVAL: 22 December 1945




Bisect use of 50 Centesimi as 25 Centesimi, based on postal necessities

Many bisect uses had philatelic inspiration. However, there was a real paucity of low denomination stamps that also caused
legitimate bisect uses. The following is an example: to mail phone bills from the post office of Abbiategrasso (a town near
Milano), the main denomination of stamps needed was 50 Centesimi, domestic postcard rate. However, within the town, the
postcard delivery fee was 25 Centesimi, as the fees were halved within the same district. No 25 Centesimi stamps were
available for an occasional same-district mail. Consequently, the same-district phone bills were franked with diagonaliy
bisect 50 Centesimi stamps, for 25 Centesimi.

The exhibitor is also in possession of one more similar card and four more diagonally bisect 50 Centesimi stamps, all dated
19 April 1945 and postmarked Abbiategrasso. As a group, these prove the lack of 25 Centesimi denomination on that
particular day, and constitute the full known stock of these bisects.
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75 Centesimi Without Watermark Used in RSI

When the watermarked 75 centesimi was issued, there was no domestic fee requiring its use. The post offices
had more than enough stocks of the first set 75 centesimi due to lack of use. The stamp without watermark
of the second set was only sent to smaller places that requested it, and saw very little use ir RS period.

Conte Dr.Ing.Galletti di S. Ippolito Cav,Uff.Enrico

Piazzale Fiume n° 5§

Registerad letter sent insured for 200 Lire from Maccagno to Milan. Franked total 5 Lire, of which 1.5 Lire (75 centesimi for each 100 Lire) was
for msurance, and 1.50 Lire was for registration. Base fee for ordinary letter was 1 Lira. Was charged 2 Lire for a heavy letter of 37 grams. All
stamps belong to the second set. All three 75 centesimi are without watermark. Very unusual use of more than one unwatermarked 75
centesimi stamps. DATE: 22 December 1944 (erroneously entered on postmark as 1934) ARRIVAL: 23 December 1944

Postal rules of the time required insured mail to be franked with separate individual stamps instead of multiples. The concern was that
someone dishonest could take off a block or strip of stamps, cut the envelope and take out the valuable paper, and then reaffix the big multiple
on the cut, thereby masking it. The stamps had to be affixed individually, with a few millimeters between them. Philatelic covers franked with
unseparated multiples are known. These were made with empty “insured” letters, so they could reach the high postal rates and justify multiples
on covers. However, genuine commercial use of insured mail should show separate stamps, not full blocks or strips.

C



| Express Stamp, Mixed Used with a Different Express Issue

The express fee was doubled as of 1 October 1944. Expressstampwasalreadypﬁnﬂedaspartoftheﬁrstsetarﬂwas
available in sufficient quantities. However, nowtwostampswereneededinsteadofone.Theobvioussoluﬁonwastoafﬁx
two of the same stamp. There are very few known examplesofcoversshowingexpressstampsfromtwoseparateissues.
such as this one. We can speculate that the sender franked the letter with one express stamp from older issue already at
hand, and had to purchase a second stamp from the newer issue at the post office.

Express Letter from Milano to Carugo, Como. Franked 3.50 Lire (1 for letter and 2.50 for Express). One express stamp is
overprinted older issue, and the other one is from first set. The three stamps on the right postmarked with mechanical
Milano postmark. The one on the left seems to be cancelled later on the same day with Milano Air Mail postmark, probably
by a postal controller who was reviewing the frankings an the cancellations. Air mail services, even though theoretically
open, were practically non-existent due to superiority of Allied air forces. This is also an example of Air Mail cancellation

being used as as an accessory mark.
DATE: 24 November 1944 ARRIVAL: 26 November 1944




1.25 Lire Express Usage

The 1.25 Lire, though a smaller denomination than the 3 Lire, was still a high value stamp when issued at the end

of January 1945, close to the end of war. The little use it saw during RS| period was mostly for additional services.
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Postcard Varese to Milano. Franked 3.05 Lire. Supposed to be 3 Lire (50c for postcard and 2.50 Lire for express).
The small excess must be caused by convenience rather than purpose. Exact rate franking would have required
oo many stamps on a small surface, or may have been impossible due to stamp unavailability.

DATE: 18 April 1945. No arrival postmark, but the black number 423 shows it was processed by express services

Express letter from Milano to Fossano (Cuneo). Franked 3.5L for express letter (2.5 express with two 1.25L, and 1L letter
with second set 1L) DATE: 30 March 1945 ARRIVAL: 4 April 1945



Uses of 1.25 and 3 Lire

1.25 and 3 Lire are known to be very scarce on document during RSI period, due to being issued late in the war, and also being high
denominations. Both stamps could only be used when extra services were required. The typical use of 1.25 Lire was a pair for 2.50L:
1L regular letter + 1.50 registration. Use of 1.25L as a complementary stamp, such as one cover on the following page, is much rarer.

Registered cover from Milano to Vaprio D’Adda. Last days of RSI. Franked with a pair of 1.25L for 2.50 Lire registered letter.
Return receipt requested. This fee was 1Lira, was paid by franking the return receipt separately, and did not show up on the
cowvers, with the exception of court subpoena.
DATE: 18 April 1945 ARRIVAL: 20 April 1945
Cc




Uses of 1.25 and 3 Lire

1.25 and 3 Lire second set,
combined with first set 25¢,
for the unusual rate of 4.50
Lire, same district
registered express letter
(50c same-district letter,
1.5L registration, 2.50L
express). Mailed in Milan.
DATE: 26 March 1945.

Censored, with censor
tape and marks.
Handwritten 99 most likely
express number.

Directly sent from
censorship to distribution,
hence no arrival marks.
Combination of the two
high values, and 1.25L in
any form other than a pair
on cover are very unusual

Express letter from Milan
to Fossano (Cuneo).
Franked 3.50 L

(1L letter, 2.50L Express).

Note Milano Posta Aerea
(Air Mail) postmark on
stamps. Air mail was not
possible at the time. Air
mail marks were being
used for ordinary
correspondence.

DATE: 20 March 1945
ARRIVAL: 22 March 1945




3 Lire Pair on International Correspondence

The 3 Lire stamp of the second set was issued in last two months of the war, and was not widely distributed. Furthermore, the letter rate
being 1 Lira, there was little possible use for a 3 Lire stamp unless extra services were required.

By the time this stamp was issued, international correspondence was virtually impossible, with the exception of Switzerland. Most mail
routes to Germany were closed. The German gathering and censorship office of Munich, in Southern Germany relatively close to Italy, was
still functional and could process correspondence to Switzerland, the only country in immediate vicinity.

The only known international destination after the issue date of the 3 Lire stamp in RS period is Switzerland. Southern Germany, including
Austria, was theoretically possible, but no 3 Lire is currently known on documents to these areas.

Any multiple use above a single stamp is also very difficult to find. Even pairs are very rare. There are known domestic uses of the multiple
3 Lire stamps. However, except one philatelic use, the multiple uses are separate single stamps, not blocks or pairs.

There are only four known examples of international RSI mail with 3 Lire. All belong to Olivier correspondence, including this one.

& Dol g ot A i*’“
=i 7 x“1 e Y

il St i

m%ﬁ@é‘i‘m

Reduced detail of reverse, showing censorship and arrival marks

EPRESS0 PER VIK ARERER

Air mail registered express cover from Milano to Basel, Switzerland. Franked 6.25 Lire: 1.25 letter to Switzerland, 1 air mail (not possible
at the time), 1.50 registration, 2.50 express delivery. Pair of 3 Lire and commemorative stamp of 25¢ complete the franking. Censorship
tape of Italy, Munich censorship marks, and arrival postmark on reverse. 3

DATE: 13 March 1945 ARRIVAL: 19 April 1945

One of four covers known C



Mixed Uses With Stamps Past Validity Period

Express letter from Lograto to Padova. Franked 60c instead for letter instead of 50, most likely due lack of stamps.
The express stamp is from Kingdom period. It was taken out of validity in RSI as of 16 March 1944, like all the other

stamps that showed the “Traitor King”. Censor tape and markings are seen. Tolerated, not taxed.
DATE: 5 August 1944 ARRIVAL: 6 August 1944
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Express letter from Milan to Venice. Franked pair express stamps, and the letter fee was paid by 1 Lira Rossini stamp that

was out of validity as of 31 December 1943. Tolerated, not taxed. Censor tape and markings are seen.
DATE: 19 November 1944 ARRIVAL: 1 December 1944



Mixed Uses with Different Types of Stamps

Official correspondence from Alba to Neive. Franked 2.70 Lire (50c letter between government officials, 1.20 open registered letter, 1
for return receipt) with 20c first set, 50c second set and 2 Lire parcel stamp. Through Cuneo.
DATE: 30 October 1944 CUNEO TRANSIT: 31 October 1944 ARRIVAL: 7 November 1944

Official correspondence sent open from Luvraga to Milano. Franked 60 centesimi. Vertical pair of first set 25¢, and one 10c
authorized private delivery stamp. DATE: Faint, probably 12 August 1944 ARRIVAL: 15 August 1944



Used as Postage Due

4

Letter within the city of Brescia, sent poste restante. Marked postage due for franking with a previously used stamp. Would have been taxed
even if the stamp was valid, as the rate was increased to 50 centesimi as of 1 October. Second set 50 centesimi stamp used as postage due.
This amount is low. Correct amount would have been 1.50Lire: 50 ¢ x 2 for same-district letter and additional 50 c poste restante fee. The
recipient, an officer, did not have right to postal franchise. DATE: 27 October 1944 ARRIVAL: 29 October 1944

Letter Galliera to Mantova. Franked 50 centesimi for a letter from older rate schedule. Deficiency of 50 centesimi

detected, and second set 1 Lira stamp used for the postage due amount. Censor marks and tape are also seen.
DATE: 5 October 1944 ARRIVAL: 10 October 1944

C




Confusion After Rate Change in October 1944

STAB. DALLE ﬁnz E ARMETTI=MILANO

Postcard from Peschiera Borromeo to Codogno. Franked 60 centesimi, 55¢ with two stamps from destroyed monuments, and 5¢ with a revenue
stamp. The postcard rate increased from 30c to 50, while everything else was doubled. The sender must have thought the postcard rate also
doubled to 60, and tried to make up the “missing” 5¢ with a revenue stamp. Not taxed because the 55¢ was enough to cover the rate, with 5
centesimi in excess. Censor marks are seen. DATE: 23 November 1944

Cover from Somma Lombardo to Cavenago d’Adda. Franked 50 centesimi from second set according to the old rate schedule. Taxed 1 Lira,
double the missing amount of 50 centesimi, and postage due stamps applied. DATE: 7 October 1944 ARRIVAL: 8 October 1944



Express Services, First Rate Schedule

Express Cover from Milano to Rota D'imagna, Bergamo. Franked 1.75L, 50c for letter and 1.25L for express charge.
DATE: 12 September 1944 ARRIVAL: 14 September 1944

———

RAG FANECCO & POSSANNER
socuzTA IN NOME COLLETTIVO

MILANO - VIA A. MANZO,N&.--zi '
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Registered express letter from Milano to Torino. Franked 3.5L made of seven stamps of 25c first set (one strip of three,
one pair and two singles) with the express stamp of first set. 1L letter + 1.25L registration + 1.25 express = 3.50 Lire
DATE: 19 July 1944 ARRIVAL: 22 July 1944




Express Delivery Service

Cover from Intra di
Verbania to Genova,
sent express.

The express delivery
agency sticker with
distribution number,
usually taken off at the
time of delivery, is still
seen on the cover. This is
unusual.

Franked 3.50L (1L letter
and 2.50 express)

DATE: 15 December 1944

NOVARA TRANSIT: 16
December 1944

ARRIVAL: 19 December
1944

Express cover from
Milano to Fossano

(Province Cuneo)

Supposed to be
franked 3.50L like the
cover above.
However, there are
only 2.50L for
express fee, paid for
by a pair of 1.25L
express stamp. As
the express fee, the
mandatory portion,
was paid, the letter

T T R T
P RRy

postage due of 2L, P
twice the missing <
amount of 1L, would
be expected. This
was not applied.

DATE: 8 November

ESPRESST o

i ih“in

1944
CUNEO TRANSIT: %5
14 November 1944
ARRIVAL:

11 November 1944




Express Services During Second Rate Schedule Period

OSPEDALE PSICHIATRICO PROVI!
= BRESCIA o
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Al Podesta del Comune
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Tip. G. Bontacchio - Brescia - 5-44 - 300 :

Death notification of a patient, from Brescia to Passirano. Sent express, franked 3L; two 25¢ second set stamps for postcard and
two 1.25 express stamps to pay the express fee. DATE: 15 December 1944 ARRIVAL: 17 December 1944

Registered express cover from Venice to Strambino Romano, near Turin. Franked 5L total, 1L for letter, 1.5L for registration, all second

set stamps, and 2.5L for express. Traveled by rail through Turin.
DATE: 8 November 1944 TURIN TRANSIT: 1 December 1944 ARRIVAL: 2 December 1944.

The delay is considerable. Venice and Turin are at the opposite ends of Northern ltaly. Frequent Allied bombings or partisan activity may
have delayed the transport through railroad.



' Cover Damaged During Allied Air Attack

Express letter damaged
during Allied air attack,
with burns and fallen,
later reaffixed, express
stamps. One 1 Lira
stamp seems to be
missing. Portion of
reverse with Verona
transit postmark shown
above.

Sent from Fiesso
Umbertano(Rovigo) to
Bologna. Traveled
through Verona and
Modena, which is a
longer route. The direct
railroad was probably
not available due to
being already destroyed.

CTELEGRAFL

Protective envelope provided
by the Postal Administration.
Above letter was inserted in
this envelope.

The handwritten message
states that the correspondence
was properly franked but
damaged by strafe.

Was probably damaged in
Verona, taken back to Modena
and processed, then sent back

0 Bologna through Verona
once more.

DATE: 23 February 1945

AT VERONA: 4 March 1945
AT MODENA: 16 March 1945
VERONA: 20 March 1945

Unfortunately, the rectangular | & =
Bologna railway arrival mark £
does not show a date. -
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Letter from Malo’ (Vicenza) to an ltalian soldier serving at a German unit. Feldpost 03999 was the POW
camp number 38. Franked 1L for an international letter, despite being entitled to be sent free.

DATE: 10 July 1944

Letter from Italian FPO 873, vice-ministry of the Navy of the Armed Forces Ministry. Sent to a private business in Udine,
fee to be paid by the recipient (the two purple hexagonal marks). 1L second set stamp witha T overprint has paid the
standard fee, without postage due penalty. 1 Lira was the domestic letter fee after 1 October 1944.

DATE: 3 April 1944 ARRIVAL: 26 April 1944




~ Suspended Service Due to War

City of Siena was taken by the Allies four weeks after Rome. By the time this cover was mailed, the Allies were
advancing North, and Siena was in the war zone. It was not possible to provide mail services in that direction.

Official letter from Milano to Siena. Returned to sender due to service being suspended. German army withdrew north, and left Siena

1o Allies on 2 July 1944. Franked 1.70 Lire three stamps with three different issues: 20 c¢ first set, 50 ¢ overprinted, and 1 Lira Kingdom.
DATE: 21 June 1944

RATE ANALYSIS: More than one fee was possible. The least costly was chosen. “Manoscritti” means official forms with handwritten

annotations. The base rate was slightly cheaper than letter and allowed heavier envelopes, but extra services cost more. Handwritten

annotation under the purple mark says “con lettera” (with a letter), which would have increased the rate. The cheapest way would have

been to process the letter as an open official letter with registration. The open flap proves the envelope was sent open.

Chosen rate is 60c open official letter + 1.10 open registration fee = 1.70 Lire

Registered official mail with an additional letter would have cost 2.20 Lire, with additional 1.25 Lire for registration= 3.45 Lire




Official correspondence “to fill and return”

The population registries were updated using forms that needed to be exchanged between government agencies. The mailing fees were
discounted (50 centesimi instead of 1 Lira), but needed to be franked for every exchange of information. The typical forms are one large
sheet folded in half, with opposite sides being franked and addressed for initial request and following response. This document, franked
three times and exchanged four times (probably once as an enclosure, and three times independently in the mail), is a very interesting
testimonial of these complex bureaucratic interactions.

Information exchange between Ghedi and Poncarale. All mailings performed with second set stamps for 50c fee.

Initial mailing: Ghedi 9 January 1945, arrived Poncarale 16 January 1945. Franked pair 25c for 50c

Sent back, most likely as an enclosure inside another letter. Arrived to Ghedi on 20 January, according to official mark inside.
Mailed again from Ghedi on 22 January, arrived Poncarale 25 January. Franked 50c

Mailed back from Poncarale on 29 January, arrived at Ghedi 1 February. Franked again a pair of 25 c, this one above the

previously affixed pair for lack of space.
These forms were prepared with only two mailings on mind. More than two was not expected, and is very uncommon.



" Insured and COD Usages
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Insured registered letter
from Ranica to Asso.
Insured 1000 Lire.
Franked 11 Lire with
muitiples of 50c and
three stamps of 1L
Kingdom.

1L x 2 = 2L heavy letter,
1.50L registration

7.50L insurance

DATE: 12 February 1945
ARRIVAL:
22 February 1945

A DI MILANO

DI GIUSTIZI:

Registered official
From Miian to
Verona, 17 Lire
COD

Franked 3.70 Lire
1.20 official mail
1L COD fee
1.50 registration

DATE
4 November 1944




Form for Documentation of Stamp Unavailability
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Da Brescia a Carpendolo. Apparently a letter was taxed for 30c, but there were no postage due stamps available. The fee
was collected in cash, and an ordinary 30 Centesimi stamp from the first set was used on this form to document the incident.
By using an ordinary stamp, the accounting of the cash at hand and the stamps sold were balanced. This was supposed to be
the standard procedure when postage due stamps were not available.

CARPENDOLO circular stamp and ANNULLATO (cancelled) mark on the stamp. BRESCIA circular postmark on the heading.
In RSI period, most post offices did not use this procedure, instead used ordinary stamps as postage due directly on the cover.

The reason was most likely a chronic unavailability of stamps. This procedure was certainly time consuming and designed for
rare occasions, not as a daily occurrence, which was mostly the case in the RSI. DATE: 16 August 1944




Form for Wholesale Payment of Mail

This service existed since 1861, and continued during the RSI period. By opening a dedicated credit account, it was
possible to hand over mail to post-office, where it was processed and sent stampless. At the end of the business day,
the accounting was made using this form, where postage due stamps were affixed and the client billed accordingly.
A monthly convenience fee was the post office’s gain, while the client had the time savings. In the RS, the clients
also had the advantage of not having to purchase stamps that were becoming increasingly difficult to find, especially

in high-demand denominations.
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Form 1-A bis for the payment of six pieces of mail with total cost of 4.90L processed by Trieste post office. Fee paid for by strip of four of
1L second set, 10c second set, pair of 25c first set, and 30c overprinted from a previous issue.
Postage due stamps were supposed to be used on this form. Due to lack of postage due stamps, ordinary stamps were cancelled with a

“T" to show the postage due use. Document marked with
Correspondence Trieste Central Office).

“TRIESTE CENTRO CORRISPONDENZE TASSATE” (Postage Due

DATE: 14 January 1945
C




Unintended Use on Parcel Receipt

Parcel fees were supposed to be paid using special stamps with two portions. The parcel receipts were torn in two,
and half of the parcel stamp remained on the receipt, while the other half traveled with the part left with the parcel.
There were problems with parcel stamp availability same as other categories, and ordinary stamps had to be used,
against protocol, on parcels. This is a very unusual usage, of which very few are known.
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OFFICINA CARTE -VALORI- ROMA

Receipt of a 5kg postal parcel sent from Canzo (Como) to an Italian worker in Germany. No declared value. 13.75 Lire fee required. 7.5 Lire
paid by the parcel card itself, and three parcel stamps of 2 Lire each paid additional 6 Lire. The remaining 25 centesimi was paid with a 25¢
stamp from second set, most likely due to absence of the 25 centesimi parcel stamps. DATE: 24 January 1945



Slogan marks

Propaganda was one of the foundations of the RSI right from the start. A puppet state was being sold as
the true national government. Slogan marks on the postal material were also used for similar reasons.
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“E VINCERA” MALGRADO TUTTO?", “And (he) will win, despite everything”, with the profile of a soldier that looks suspiciously
like a German soldier rather than ltalian. From Campagnola Emilia to Mati, Torino. Franked 1 L for letter, stamp from second set.
DATE: 29 January 1945 ARRIVAL: 10 February 1945

“BENEDITE, GRAN DIO, L'ITALIA, PIO IX”, “Bless o Lord, the ltaly, Pope Pius IX". A quote by Pope Pius IX, taken from an announcement
made in 1848. Express sent postal stationary from Cremona to Milano. Franked 4 Lire instead of 3 (50c + 2.50). The message is

commercial. Overfranking probably an error rather than purposeful. 20c from second set, and express stamps from first set. No arrival, but
the slogan mark and black 610 express number prove the card went through mail. DATE: 4 April 1945




Slogan marks
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“QUANDO UN POPOLO SI DESTA, DIO SI METTE ALLA SUA TESTA” (When a nation awakens, Lord puts himself ahead of them), a quote
from Giuseppe Mazzini, national hero of Italian War of Independence. Postcard mailed within Cremona. Franked 50c with second set stamp.

Censor marks noted. DATE: 24 March 1945

“OGNI VILTA' CONVIEN CHE QUI SIA MORTA” (All cowardice should die here, Dante). from Dante’s Divine Comedy. Cover from Milan
o Cremona, forwarded to Como, returned to sender. Mailed on 18 April 1945, last days of RSI. Partisan insurrection in Milan started on
25 April, and RS officially ended by unconditional surrender on 2 May 1945. Censor tape and marks also seen. Franked 1 L second set
for ordinary letter. DATE: 18 April 1945 AT CREMONA: 23 April 1945 AT CASANOVA LANZA (COMO) 28 May 1945



Fiscal Uses

Paycheck ledger for three employees.
showing fiscal use of second set 5
centesimi

DATE: 27 December 1845
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DATE: 5 April 1945




Fiscal Uses
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e lacking, as the receipt is also improvised on

Receipt with second set 25 centesimi. The receipt forms also seem to b
“of emergent need” on behalf of a high school.
DATE: 25 November 1944

a piece of paper. The payment was for a print job of fifty payment forms
The lack of legal forms and fiscal stamps was apparently severe.




Fiscal Uses
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License application with fiscal use of second set 1 Lira two examples. Total fee 8 Lire. Regency period  DATE: 22 May 1945
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Lease receipt showing second set 10 centesimi fiscal use. DATE: 8 November 1944



Fiscal Usage After RSI, Second Set
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Internal copy of an invoice dated 21 May 1945, with 5, 10 and 20 centesimi stamps from
second set used as fiscals. The invoice includes services in March (RSI) and May (Regency).




International Mail
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Registered letter from Rovereto to Belfort, France. Franked 2.75 | (1.25 letter and 1.50 registration). Munich censorship mark is seen.
25 ¢ first set. One overprinted stamp is defective. DATE: 17 July 1944 BOLZANO TRANSIT: 20 July 1944
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Registered letter Gries di Bolzano to Sweden. 2.75 Lire (1.25 letter and 1.50 registration). Three 25¢ stamps from first set.
Censorship marks prove the cover went through mail. DATE: 28 October 1944




Mail to Switzerland

Mail to Switzerland had established itself in two distinct categories: Red Cross, and private. Red Cross letter was POW information, carried
regardiess of the procedurals. All international correspondence was expected to be presented to the post office for ID and stamp check, but the
authorities showed considerable leniency for the Red Cross correspondence. The rest (private, commercial, etc) had to be done “by the book”.

Registered letter from
Bergamo to Lugano,
Switzerland. Private
address. ID verified on
reverse. Franked

2.75 L (1.25 letter, 1.50
registered).

ltalian (Bergamo) and
German (Munich) censor
tapes and marks.

DATE: 24 November 1944
ARRIVAL: 1 March 1945

Letter from Venice with three infractions: 50¢ instead of 1.25 L, fiscal stamp instead of postal stamp, and dropped in the box instead
of being taken to postoffice (No ID verification on reverse). Accepted because it was sent to the Red Cross in Geneva, Switzerland.
Censor marks of Munich prove it went through mail. DATE: 4 August 1944




Postage Due to Switzerland

Because of security concerns, international correspondence had to be brought to post office without stamps. The post office clerk had to make
sure that nothing was written on the paper surface under the stamps, and was also responsible for completeness of the appropriate fee paid.
International postage due was not allowed. The postal employee committing negligence ran a high risk of being reported to “Verificatore”, the
postal inspector, with consequences that could be severe. Incompletely franked international correspondence is very unusual in RSI period.
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Registered express letter from Varna, Bolzano to Baden (Zurich), Switzerland. Franked 5.10 Lire with multiple stamps. Was supposed to be
franked 5.25: 1.25 for letter, 1.50 for registration and 2.50 for express. Taxed 5 cents of Swiss Frank at the office of arrival. Censor number
from Munich on front, arrival postmark of Baden on reverse. DATE: 12 January 1945 ARRIVAL: 3 February 1945
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RSI to Croatia. 26 August 1944. Same Day, Two Destinations
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Registered express letter
from Milan to Trebinje, then
Croatia (NDH), today
Bosnia and Hercegovina
Retumed, as evidenced by
the Croatian mark “Promet
Obustavien Natrag”
Service suspended. back
0 sender

Multiple censor marks and
tapes  Comectly franked for
S5 Lire, with 25 centesim

Trebinge, then part of
Dubrava province of the
NDH, was located at the
southmost end of the
country. it had very "ﬂgﬁ
Partizan activity at the time
Mazi service to Croatia was
known as open, but there
were remote parts of the
country such as southem
Daimatian coast, including
Trebinje, that mail could not
reach because of the
Partizans

Registered express letter
from Venice to Zagreb.
Franked 5 Lire, including
strip of three 50 Centesimi
from second set.

Was supposed to be
franked 5. 25 (1.25
international letter, 1.5
registration and 2.50
international express).
Properly reached the
destination. Censor marks
and tape can be seen.

Postage due international
mail was not allowed.
Post office employees
were supposed to ensure
international mail to be
properly franked. This is
an unusual example of
underfranked international
mail, also because it was
accepted and not taxed at
arrival.

DATE: 26 August 1944
ARRIVAL: 11 September
1944
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Mail to Denmark

Postal routes to Denmark enjoyed an exception: even most parts of Germany could not
receive mail starting January of 1945, but Denmark received mail well into the month of April.

Registered letter Varese
to Denmark. Franked
2.75L: 1.25 letter and
1.50 registration, 95
centesimi of which
franked with first set
stamps.

ltalian censor tape
covered by the German
one. Varese and Munich
censorship marks.

DATE: 17 July 1944

m. LUIGI
PERITO AGRIMENSORE —

Via A. Zanon

oA T

Registered Letter Udine 10 | e ; s
s b UDINE /|
CODenhaQen.- Denmark. A 3 : (Corr. Pa?chi)_
Franked again 2.75 (1.25 | i@ &t | 1997 |
+1.50). This time second ! Tt S

set stamps used as
complementary for 75
centesimi. ftalian and
German censor tapes.
Munich censorship marks.

DATE: 8 February 1945
ARRIVAL: 9 April 1945

Udine, in Northeast Italy,
was under direct German

occupation, but some
italian presence was

& e > o ,<‘:
Do
5 s

permited = e e
international mail from , gl ST

Udine was directly @“ éﬂ/ : %Z

processed by Germans, s P p /W /é

while that from most other § / TIP.ARTI GRAFICHE lt;LﬂNE-UD'NE r

cities had to go through S /9( -

Milan first.




POW Correspondence to USA

As an enemy country fighting against RS, no direct correspondence to USA was allowed. The exception was POW
correspondence, which was first transferred to Lisbon, and then sent to USA. This mail was free, but 2.75L air mail
surcharge had to be paid with postage stamps. This rare “loophole” provided the only opportunity to obtain stamped

mail to a belligerent party. Two letters are presented here. These are unusual items.

POSTA-PER PRIG

= 3
SRR

WNVITVLL 31V100S

Matricola ~
di seguito scrivere: ‘“ PRIGIONIERO GUERRA ,, oppure “INTERNATO CIVILE .

campo N. Proni N CE. ARIZONA

Riportare tutte indica: umero e nome del campo sezione di campo ecc. secondo le indica-

zioni fornite dal pri internato civile).
?,, F = U«rﬁ A'

(State o paese di destinazione)

?:W:[tié,,.?&/zzzmy,m.aﬁWAI.’ '

Letter from Parma to the POW camp in Florence, AZ.

Franked total 2.75L entirely with second set stamps: 1L pair, 50¢ and 25c.

DATE: 23 February 1945

Vs b0 NS 7 160, A, TTHLIA. POSTAL UNIT.

icazioni i di campo }
iportare tutte le indicazioni relative al numero e nome glel campo, sezione mpo, ‘
ﬁ l:.g.o secondo le indicazioni fornite dal Prigioniero di guerra © Internato civile }

¢

Grado del destin

f

RISONMER . OF WAR.CAMP. EFOR-MEADE~C/o

> Wl e po

| ~——nrpe@FA0S 8I= PORTONA

QOX‘ 20 HE.\X/ ’;Bkozsea

WA SNVAR,

destinazione

’_———-"—"’// h
i

Letter from Tortona, Alessandria to Fort Meade POW Camp. Two 1.25 L express stamps are used as regular stamps,

to pay the air mail fee. Another 25¢ stamp present on reverse from a different set to

complete the 2.75L.
DATE: 19 February 1945




Mail Routes to Germany Closed, End of the War

Two covers, both sent to Italian workers Germany in early 1945, held in Munich until second half of April, then returned.

- O Tk -
AR PN, «’3'%;’!!;( LAY

S

Cover from Ponteranica (Bergamo) to Rheinhausen (Duisburg) in Germany. Franked two 50c stamp
Germany. The circular red mark belongs to Munich censors|
Germany, and was heavily bombed by Allies in early 1945. Was tak

due 1o unsafe route, and returned on 20 April. Two retour marks, multiple censorship signs and ltalian ce

DATE: 18 January 1945

en by US forces on 12 April. The letter must have been held in Munich

nsor tape on reverse.

s from second set for 1L special rate for
hip, which was the main gathering point of mail from ltaly. Duisburg is in no

rthern

DATE OF RETURN: 20 April 1945

be 44 am
é.‘ae‘é}'ﬁ ':w&é ¢
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Cover from Cremona to Dortmund in Germany. Franked a strip of four from 25¢ second s

mark red A inside a circle is again seen. Decision to return was made on the 11 April (han

(Rectangular Retour mark). German censorship marks and Italian censors
DATE: 27 February 1945

et for 1L special rate for Germany. Munich censorship

dwritten), return officially processed on the 18th

hip tape seen. Dortmund was taken on 13 April 1945 by US forces.

RETURNED: 18 April 1945




Use after the War, taxed correspondence

The RSI stamps were allowed until the end of 1945, depending on the province. The two documents
here show taxation for the missing amount, meaning the RSI stamp was counted for its full value.
Rate schedule is the Regency schedule of 1 April, valid in Northern Italy from 1 July 1945
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Brenta e Chiesa Arcipretale
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: BORGO VALSUGANA - BEiia. Rartiio su‘l

Postcard from Borgo Valsugana (Trento) to Cagliari, island of Sardinia. Franked 1 L second set. The rate for postcard was 1.2 L. Taxed 40c

for double missing amount. Not asked for, and returned.

DATE: 21 September 1945

ARRIVAL: 29 September 1945

Letier from Thiene to Vicenza. Franked 1 L second set. Rate for letter was 2 L. Taxed 2 L for double missing amount. The postage due was

noted by a special rectangular postmark without stamps. The RSI stamps were kept valid because of lack of replacement. Same problem

seems o have extended to postage due stamps, as well.

DATE: 25 July 1945

ARRIVAL: 26 July 1945

R




 Late Uses of Express Stamp in the North

=

Express cover (repaired at left border) from Brescello to Parma. Franked pair of 1L and block of four of 1.25 for total of 7L per the rate
schedule of South. Lower Northern rates were valid until October, which would have only required 3.5L. DATE: 18 July 1945

ner

N KAyl 5 A AN

Express cover from Padova to Verona. Franked 3.5L according the Northern schedule, with two express 1.25L, one second set 50C,
and one “Wolf of Bari” 50C stamp. The latter was issued in South. Their uses in North, although valid, are very scarce and unusual.

C DATE: 11 September 1945




Multiple of 1.25 Lire in Regency Period. Extended validity

Registered letter, large envelope. Franked 9 Lire, from Mestre (Venice) to Verona. Shows 1.25L block of six from second set.
Despite increasing rates and more frequent use, multiples of 1.25 Lire remain uncommon even after the end of RSI.

DATE: 26 July 1945 ARRIVAL: 15 30 July 1945




Used in Regency Period, Extended Validity

Amministrazione degli Istituti Ospitalieri di Verona

Casella Postale N. 6

RACCOMANDATAGF

con|ricevuta di ritorno ¥

«
(\( 3
A

Y
~ )

v

(Prov. di

Registered return receipt card from Verona to San Pietro in Cariano. Franked 7 Lire, all with RSI stamps: pair of 3L second set, and a 1L
from another RSl issue. DATE: 15 Julv 1945 ARRIVAL: 24 Julv 1945
e ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Registered letter from Torviscosa to Venice. sent to a military convalescent hospital, returned with a note saying “this hospital does not exist any
more”. Franked 7 Lire, all with second set stamps: Pair of 3L and one 1L

DATE 16 August 1945 MILANO TRANSIT: 26 August 1945 VENICE ARRIVAL: 11 September 1945 AT TORVISCOSA: 14 September 1945




Late uses in Southern Italy

j;‘""—g;f ! : ; / gans A w
4 LE % :’ l
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n et e pont du chemin de ter.
nd Railway Bridge. §
cken und Eisenbahnbriicke )

DABAAIRARA NS AN

Postcard from Catania, Sicily
to Reggio Emilia.

Franked two 50 Centesimi
second set, for 1 Lira
postcard rate. These stamps
were never valid in South, so
i postage due “T” sign was

‘ applied and the stamps were
not cancelled. However, the
destination province of
Reggio Emilia is at North,
where these stamps were still
valid. No postage due applied
and the postcard was
properly delivered
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Ediz. Stefano Vitrd

S A — . |  DATE: 7 October 1945

Cover from Piedmonte
D’Alife, Benevento
(Southern Italy) to
Genova.

Franked 1.25 Lire second
set, 75 centesimi below
the 2 Lire letter rate. Not
taxed at origin. Still valid at
North, where the rates
were zalso lower. Not taxed
at armrival as well.

DATE: 8 September 1945




Late Usages in Republic Period

Postcard from Verona to Brescia. Mazzini postal stationery and two 20c stamps from first set, in addition to 15 centesimi Kingdom
stamps with fascist symbols, all out of validity, are used for mail and tolerated. Fee 3 Lire: 2 Lire Democratica stamp and total 1 Lira
with others out of validity. DATE: 28 August 1946
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(VARESE)

A%Z-ww (50.000)

Postcard from Varese to Masnago, franked 8 Lire. 5 Lire total with valid Democratica stamps, and 3 Lire with second set
stamp. Very late usage. Tolerated, not taxed. DATE: 26 November 1947 ARRIVAL: 27 November 1947
c





