International Mail

Registered letter from Rovereto to Belfort, France. Franked 2.75 | (1.25 letter and 1.50 registration). Munich censorship mark is seen.
25 c first set. One overprinted stamp is defective. DATE: 17 July 1944 BOLZANO TRANSIT: 20 July 1944
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Registered letter Gries di Bolzano to Sweden. 2.75 Lire (1.25 letter and 1.50 registration). Three 25¢ stamps from first set.
Censorship marks prove the cover went through mail. DATE: 28 October 1944
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R med letter from
Sgoggerland' Pﬁme
address. ID verified on

reverse. Franked
2.75 L (1.25 letter, 1.50
istered).

( ) and
German (Munich) censor
tapes and marks.

DATE: 24 November 1944
ARRIVAL: 1 March 1945

Latter from Venice with three infractions: 50¢ instead of 1.25 L, fiscal stamp instead of postal stam .anddroppedmmeboxlnshead
of being taken 10 (No ID verification on reverse). Accepted because it was sent to the Red Cross in Geneva, Switzerland.
Censor marks of Munich prove it went through mail. DATE: 4 August 1944




Postage Due to Switzerland

Because of security concemns, international correspondence had to be brought to post office without stamps. The post office clerk had to make
sure that nothing was written on the paper surface under the stamps, and was also responsible for completeness of the appropriate fee paid.
International postage due was not allowed. The postal employee committing negligence ran a high risk of being reported to “Verificatore", the
postal inspector, with consequences that could be severe. Incompletely franked international correspondence is very unusual in RSI period.

o7 .
’m,&wﬂv’ 7o 750" Py

o

Registered express letter from Varna, Bolzano to Baden (Zurich), Switzerland. Franked 5.10 Lire with multiple stamps. Was supposed to be
frankad 5.25: 1.25 for letter, 1.50 for registration and 2.50 for express. Taxed 5 cents of Swiss Frank at the office of arrival. Censor number

from Munich on front, arrival postmark of Baden on reverse. DATE: 12 January 1945 ARRIVAL: 3 February 1945
C




RSI to Croatia. 26 August 1944, Same Day, Two Destinations

Registered sxpress letter
from Mian to Trebinje, then
Croatia (NDH), today
Bosnia and Hercegovina
Retuned, as ewvidenced by
the Croatian mark “Promet
(Service suspended, back
0 sender)

Multiple censor marks and
tapes Comrectly frankad for
525 Lre, with 25 centasimi
fom frst set.

DATE 26 August 1542

Trebinge. then pan of
Dubrava province of the
NDH, was located at the
southmost end of the
country. &t had very high
Partizan activity at the time
Maid service 10 Croatia was
known as open, but there
were remote parts of the
country such as southem
Dalmatian coast, inciuding
Trebinje, that mail could not
reach because of the
Partizans

Registered express letter
from Venice to Zagreb.
Franked 5 Lire, including
strip of three 50 Centesimi
from second set.

Was supposed to be
franked 5. 25 (1.25
international letter, 1.5
registration and 2.50
international express).
Properly reached the
destination. Censor marks
and tape can be seen.

Postage due international
mail was not allowed.
Post office employees
were supposed to ensure
intemational mail to be
properly franked. This is
an unusual example of
underfranked international
mail, also because it was
accepted and not taxed at
arrival.

DATE: 26 August 1944
ARRIVAL: 11 September
1944
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Mail to Denmark

Postai routes to Denmark enjoyed an exception: even most parts of Germany could not
receive mail starting January of 1945, but Denmark received mail well into the month of April.
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Registered letter Varese
to Denmark. Franked
2.75L: 1.25 letter and
1.50 registration, 95
centesimi of which
franked with first set
stamps.

Italian censor tape
covered by the German
one. Varese and Munich
censorship marks.

P AN ; s 4 : : - =~ | DATE: 17 July 1944

PERITO AGRIMENSORE
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Via A. Zanon

Udine, in Northeast ltaly,

Registered Letter Udine to uvbmNe /A y

Copenhagen, Denmark. (Corr. Pacchi) / 7 A

Franked again 2.75 (1.25 1997 4

+1.50). This time second - ) S

set stamps used as R \ ‘j \,:D S S

complementary for 75 ~ i .

German censor tapes. Ty 77 > £
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POW Correspondence to USA

As an enemy country fighting against RSI, no direct correspondence to USA was allowed. The exception was POW
correspondence, which was first transferred to Lisbon, and then sent to USA. This mail was free, but 2.75L air mail
surcharge had to be paid with postage stamps. This rare “loophole” provided the only opportunity to obtain stamped
mail to a belligerent party. Two letters are presented here. These are unusual items.
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Matricola - 9. Vg~ [~ $& 99 LRISON ER.OF /AR

di seguito scrivere: * PRIGIONIERO GUERRA ,, oppure “INTERNATO CIVILE,.

Campo N. F vee, ARIZONA

ﬁlbomrc tutte Indic 1 Felative afdpumero e nome del campo sezlone di campo ecc. secondo le indica-

zioni fornite dal pri "E‘ errafp internato civile),
]

Al

% e
(State o paese di destinazione)

Letter from Parma to the POW camp in Florence, AZ.
Franked total 2.75L entirely with second set stamps: 1L pair, 50c and 25c. DATE: 23 February 1945
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Di sequito scrivere: < PRIGION

1 ..p.q..b!:..f..s..li...5.11....{4./...ma.—..,,:c:m.Am,d...e.o.sfz.’,.a;...um'r.

ro ¢ nome del campo, sezione di campo,

i relative al nume
i "5"'1? {::gad'w’ rteomltc dal Prigioniero di guerra o Internato le

RISONER. OF WAR. chrp. F OR-IME A DE ~</o
GP0 Box 20 NEW YORENY-CUSH _

ure «INTPRNATO CIVI

Letter from Tortona, Alessandria to Fort Meade POW Camp. Two 1.25 L express stamps are used as regular stamps,

to pay the air mail fee. Another 25c stamp present on reverse from a different set to complete the 2.75L.
DATE: 19 February 1945




Mail Routes to Germany Closed, End of the War

Two covers, both sent to Italian workers Germany in early 1945, held in Munich until second half of April, then returned.
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Cover from Ponteranica (Bergamo) to Rheinhausen (Duisburg) in Germany. Franked two 50c stamp:

Germany. The circular red mark belongs to Munich censorship, W
Germany, and was heavily bombed by Allies in early 1945. Was tal
due 1o unsafe route, and returned on 20 April. Two retour marks, multiple cen

DATE: 18 January 1945

ken by US forces on 12 April. The

hich was the main gathering point of mail from Htaly. Duisburg i

s from second set for 1L special rate for
s in northern
letter must have been held in Munich

sorship signs and Italian censor tape on reverse.

DATE OF RETURN: 20 April 1945

Cover from Cremona to Dortmund in Germany. Franked a strip of

four from 25c¢ second set for 1L special rate for Germany. Munich censorship

mark red A inside a circle is again seen. Decision fo return was made on the 11 April (handwritten), return officially processed on the 18th

(Rectanguiar Retour mark). German censorship marks and ltalian

DATE: 27 February 1945

3 April 1945 by US forces.
RETURNED: 18 April 1945

censorship tape seen. Dortmund was taken on 1




