
2

Fil-Italia   Established 1974 * Affiliated to A.P.S. Gold Medal A.P.S. StampShow 2015,2016,2018
Volume XLV, No. 1   Whole number 179  Winter 2019       Price per copy £6

Editor: GIORGIO MIGLIAVACCA, PO Box 7007, St. Thomas VI 00801-0007 USA    
						      e-mail address: giorgiomigliavacca@hotmail.com

Fil-Italia is the official journal of THE ITALY & COLONIES STUDY CIRCLE
For all queries regarding membership, contact:  Secretary: RICHARD HARLOW 
7 Duncombe House, 8 Manor Road, Teddington, Middx, TW11 8BE United Kingdom  -- Telephone: 020 8977 8737    
email address: RichardHarlow@outlook.com
Treasurer: ANDY HARRIS 13 Pond Close, Harefield, Uxbridge, Middx, UB9 6NG  United Kingdom Tel:- 
07976 916360   Email:-  andycharris@blueyonder.co.uk
Membership Secretary: ANDY HARRIS 13 Pond Close, Harefield, Uxbridge, Middx, UB9 6NG  United 
Kingdom Tel:- 07976 916360   Email:-  andycharris@blueyonder.co.uk

Annual subscription £24  (or £16 digital subscription). For payment options, please see below.
•	 Payment in Sterling can be made by cheque (or cash) to the Membership Secretary (Please make 

cheque payable to the “Italy and Colonies Study Circle”)
•	 Overseas members are encouraged to pay by debit or credit card via Paypal (see payment link on our web site).
•	 Payment can be made by including with auction purchases or deducting from auction sales.
•	 Payment can also be made in cash (US Dollars or Euros) to the Membership Secretary.
Packet Secretary: TONY CLAYTON. To participate in the Exchange Packet, as a buyer or a seller, please 
contact Tony on 01476 585711, or by email at tony@italianstamps.co.uk or write to:- Arncliffe, Lenton, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire, NG33 4HE United Kingdom

web site: http://www.icsc-uk.com    © I.C.S.C. 2019 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

FIL-ITALIA Volume XLV,  no. 1  Winter 2019

  3  LATI: uncommon European provenances
				    Alfredo Bessone
  7  1933: Lombardi’s aborted Mogadiscio flight
				    Claudio R. Incerti
10  “Wicked” amendment	 GM     		
11 The Italian Postal Agency at Montevideo
				    Emilio Calcagno
19  Ethiopia 1941-1946: skilled & protected POWs
				    Luciano Maria
27 Doctoral Thesis About Letters of Isabella d’Este
28 Fiume Rarities: hand overprints  Type IV 
       with changed letters	 Ivan Martinas
31 Penitentiary inmate designs Christmas stamps
				    Danilo Bogoni
32 Health Passports of the Port of Livorno
				    Alan Becker
35 Can you Help?
37 On the Bookshelf		  GM & Clemente Fedele
41 New Issues
48 Kenilworth Meeting 2018
52  Honourary Secretary Notes

This issue of Fil-Italia inaugurates the 45th year of 
life of this quarterly - a birthday that not many philatelic 
periodicals have been able to celebrate. This longevity 
of our journal has been recently pointed out by Franco 
Filanci, the learned editor of “Storie di Posta”, in his 
prestigious publication.  Apart from the survival aspect 
in troubled times like ours, I must add that Fil-Italia’s 
content has since its inception been extremely useful 
to collectors and specialists of the Italian area who do 
not speak or read Italian. The calibre of the articles we 
publish has also earned us high praise and this brings me 
to conclude that any publication owes much gratitude to 
both its writers and readers.

This issue has suffered some delay due to a bout of 
influenza I caught before Christmas in Milan; it is now 
history, I hope, but I must apologize for the delay. In 
the good news department is the recent large vermeil 
medal won by this journal at the international philatelic 
literature exhibition “Italia 2018” held in Verona last 
November. This issue benefits from a number of excellent 
articles that shed more light in areas where one would 
have thought there was nothing new to add to the existing 
literature and articles; here again we are indebted to the 
contributing writers for having given us the privilege and 
honour of publishing their work.  Meanwhile, from Italy 
comes a lot of bad news about a proposed new law that 
will have devastating effects on collectables. The text of 
the law has been approved by the Chamber of Deputies 
and is being sent to the Senate. Unfortunately, the law 
does not define to which cultural assets the rules should 
be applied and such vagueness implies that anything 
can be considered, from the grandmother’s lingerie to 
the letters of the soldiers of the First World War, from a 
vintage car to old letters. At this rate half of Italy will be 
in the court house.        GM
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